Sample of how to answer question: Why should I join HCMS?

Q: Why should I join Harris County Medical Society?

A: Harris County Medical Society membership more than pays for itself every year that you are a member. You not only gain access to the many benefits and services of HCMS but also to the benefits and services of TMA. There are benefits and services to aid solo, group and academic physicians. 
Q: There is a squeeze on my budget all the time and we were just talking about Medicare cuts.
A: The squeeze on your budget is the exact reason why membership in HCMS and TMA is so critical. HCMS and TMA fought for tort reform in 2003 and continue to fight to maintain it each year. That is the gift that keeps on giving. The savings on most physician’s liability premiums more than pays for membership to Harris County Medical Society, Texas Medical Association and TexPAC, every single year. That’s a big plus. Since the reforms, Texas has ranked the highest of any state on curbing frivolous lawsuits.
Q: What are other benefits?
A: HCMS and TMA have brought about changes in insurance policies, resulting in millions of dollars of savings for academic institutions and community physicians. Harris County Medical Society has helped physicians and academic physicians recover more than $16 million in fees that were owed to them by insurance companies. Each year, HCMS hosts free private reimbursement consultations throughout Houston to assist physicians in getting paid.
If I don’t join, I still benefit from these things.
A: There are many services and benefits only members can receive. For instance, only members and their staff can participate in the free reimbursement consultations and the HCMS Business Expo. Also, only members are included and receive a complimentary copy of the HCMS/HAM Pictorial Roster, which provides a great source for patient referral and health reference information.  Also, members receive the HCMS newsletter, which has valuable practice management tips as well as medical legislation and socioeconomic information that affects physicians’ practices. But one of the most important losses of not being a member is not having a voice in medicine. Through HCMS and TMA surveys, many positive changes have occurred with the Texas Medical Board and in insurance reform.

I don’t have time to go to meetings.
A: No meetings are required. However, all physicians are required to have a certain amount of ethics CMEs. HCMS and TMA offer free and low-cost ethics CME seminars on unique areas, not offered  elsewhere, and even CMEs that can be done at home or online, as well as meetings that offer networking opportunities. There are meetings for every type of physician that are held throughout the Greater Houston area. These meetings provide a great opportunity to help build your practice and gain information on business practices to make your practice more efficient. 
Q: How do I know my dues aren’t wasted?
A: Harris County Medical Society has the lowest dues of any major county medical society in the nation and we are the largest county medical society in the nation. Take a look at the long list of benefits and services. They are substantial and will help you to recoup the cost of your membership.
Why else should I join? 

A: A significant member benefit is the HCMS/HAM Pictorial Roster that every member is listed in and receives of. This is one of the greatest medical/health resources. It not only helps physicians find the names, addresses, phone numbers, specialties of others to refer to, but it also provides information on government health organizations, political representation, CMEs, and so much more.
Overall would you call the membership a social benefit or professional benefit? 

A: HCMS and TMA provide both social and professional benefits. Membership gives you the opportunity to meet other physicians in all specialties throughout the Greater Houston area and Texas. It allows you to network and share your challenges and concerns with other physicians and find out how HCMS/TMA can help you to address those challenges.
I’m not a joiner.

A: If you don’t join, then someone else will set the agenda. If you don’t make your voice heard, then someone else will take over and speak for you. And it may not be what you want said. You decide how active you wish to be in the organizations.
What about AMA?
A:  Harris County Medical Society and Texas Medical Association are separate from AMA. And HCMS and TMA follow the agenda our physicians set.
