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The content of this powerpoint is taken and/or adapted from source 
material from the American Medical Association, Texas Medical 
Association, news sources, and resolutions authored by the Texas 
Medical Association Medical Student Section for the purpose of 
increasing medical student involvement in organized medicine.
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What is the TMA & 
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TMA Delegate Co-Chairs



Texas Medical Association (TMA)

• Established in 1853
• Largest state medical society 

• Membership 52,000+
• Vision 

• To improve the health of all Texans
• Mission 

• Stand up for Texas physicians by 
providing distinctive solutions to the 
challenges they encounter in the care 
of patients
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TMA Medical Student Section (MSS)
• Created in late 1970s 
• Purpose

• Focus attention on issues 
unique to Texas' students 

• Provide a forum for students to 
communicate with each other

• Membership (2018)
• Over 6,600 medical students 

across 12 medical school 
chapters

• Anticipated growth*
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How the MSS fits into the TMA House of Delegates
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Benefits of Being a TMA Member
● Advocacy

○ First Tuesdays
○ Resolution Writing

● Career Development
○ Fall, Winter & TexMed Conferences
○ Networking opportunities

● Community Outreach
○ Be Wise, Immunize
○ Hard Hats for Little Heads
○ Walk with a Doc
○ Local medical societies

● Scholarships & Loans
○ TMA Foundation Scholarships
○ Other loans and scholarships
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Anatomy of a Resolution
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What is a Resolution?
• A written proposal that asks the TMA/AMA or TMA/AMA-MSS to 

take a position

• The basic “currency” by which the TMA/AMA is able to discuss 
ideas and ultimately establish policy

• Provides a democratic structure by which a large, diverse 
organization can come to consensus on important issues

• Empowers individuals or groups within the TMA/AMA to drive 
actions of the entire organization

• If passed, forms the basis for policies that help guide the 
TMA/AMA in its activities
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Parts of a Resolution
1. Authors: Primary author & co-authors/sponsors who assisted 

in creation of resolution
2. Title: Succinctly states the main issue being addressed

12



Components of a Resolution
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3. Whereas Clauses: Rationale for Resolved Clause(s)
○ All start with “Whereas” and ends with “; and” 

■ Final clause ends with “; and therefore be it”
○ Background information that logically explains why this 

resolution should become policy
○ Cited evidence to support argument (NOT opinions)
○ Do NOT become policy (not listed in policy 

finder/compendium) 
4. Resolved Clauses: What becomes policy

○ What you want our TMA/TMA-MSS (AMA/AMA-MSS) to do
○ Commonly referred to as “Your Ask”
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How a Resolution Becomes New Policy



The Resolution Writing 
Process in TMA
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Check Current TMA Policy
• Before you start, always do a thorough search of existing TMA 

policy to see what already exists

• Link to TMA Policy Compendium Finder 

• This will ensure that your resolution is novel & adds value to 
existing policy

• It will also provide context to demonstrate where policy gaps exist 
& whether your resolution is contradictory or a significant 
departure from past policy
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https://www.texmed.org/Policy/


Develop Rationale – Whereas Clauses
• Each Whereas clause should be one sentence long & make one independent 

statement that supports the Resolved clause

• Each Whereas clause should ideally contain at least one reliable & recent citation

• After a resolution is passed, the Whereas clauses are discarded and only the title & 
Resolved clause(s) are retained as official policy

• Why is this a TMA/TMA-MSS issue? Why is the TMA/TMA-MSS best equipped to 
handle or address this issue?

• Why is medical student (TMA-MSS) involvement in this issue important? Why 
should the MSS be the group taking this to the TMA House of Delegates? 
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Develop Policy Stance or Action – Resolved Clauses
• Each Resolved clause should stand by itself both in grammar & content

• The ask of each Resolved clause should be unambiguous

• The verbiage of Resolved clauses matters significantly

• What is your ultimate intention for your resolution?

• Strong Resolved clauses are clear in intent and specific – they can be as 
narrow as asking the TMA to support an individual action or as broad as 
asking the TMA to support certain principles regarding a larger topic
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Tips for Writing Resolves: Verbiage
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Next Steps, 
Reference Committee (RefCom),
& House of Delegates (HOD)
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Next Steps
Format your resolution using the 
TMA-MSS Resolution Template

Submit Draft Resolution

Apply Feedback and Improve 
Resolution

Submit Final Resolution 
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Reference Committee
• Composed of a group of experienced members who provide 

recommendations for each resolution to the HOD in the form of a 
report 

• Possible Recommendations:

• Adopt: Resolved clause(s) become(s) official TMA Policy as 
written

• Not Adopt: Resolved clauses do not become policy

• Adopt as Amended: Resolved clauses become official TMA 
Policy with addition, deletion, or alteration of one or more 
Resolved clauses 

• Referred: More evidence needed before creating policy
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TexMed 2019
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• Inclusion of Medical Students in Good 
Samaritan Laws and Policies for Disaster 
Settings

• Incorporating High-Value Care into 
Undergraduate and Graduate Medical 
Education in Texas

• Addressing Gender Bias in Undergraduate 
Medical Education with Implicit Bias Training

• Synthetic Cannabis Educational Resources for 
Providers

• Texas Prescription Drug Monitoring Program 
Data Integration into Electronic Health Record 
Technology

• Encouraging Unstructured Playtime in School
• Opposition to Pain Score as Contributor to 

Hospital Financial Incentives





What is the AMA & 
AMA-MSS?
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American Medical Association (AMA) 

•
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How the Medical Student Section fits into the AMA House of 
Delegates
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•

•
•



The Resolution Writing 
Process in AMA
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How a Resolution Becomes New Policy
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AMA Resolution Writing Processes Without TMA Equivalents
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Resolution Idea Brainstorming: The Open Forum
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•

•
•
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Check Current AMA Policy and AMA-MSS Digest of Policy 
Actions
• Before you start, always do a thorough search of existing AMA and AMA-MSS 

policy to see what already exists

• Link to AMA Policy Finder

• Link to AMA-MSS Digest

• This will ensure that your resolution is novel and adds value to existing policy

• It will also provide context to demonstrate where policy gaps exist and whether 
your resolution is contradictory or a significant departure from past policy
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https://www.ama-assn.org/about-us/policyfinder
https://www.ama-assn.org/sites/default/files/media-browser/public/mss/mss-digest-of-policy-actions.pdf


© 2017 American Medical Association. All rights reserved.© 2017 American Medical Association. All rights reserved.

Already Policy? Submit an Action Item Request!
• If there is sufficient existing AMA-MSS or AMA policy on the issue, you can request 

the AMA-MSS to act on those policies

• Link to GC Action Item Request Form
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https://www.ama-assn.org/eform/submit/governing-council-action-item
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Next Steps, 
Reference Committee (RefCom),
& House of Delegates (HOD)
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Next Steps
Format your resolution using the 
AMA-MSS Resolution Template 

Submit Draft Resolution

Apply Feedback & Improve Resolution

Submit Final Resolution & Receive 
Resolution Score

• Resolution score determines the order in 
which it is considered by the MSS Assembly
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Reference Committee
• Composed of a group of experienced members who provide recommendations for 

each resolution to our General Assembly in the form of a report 

• Possible Recommendations:

• Adopt: Resolved Clause(s) become(s) Official AMA Policy as written

• Not Adopt: Resolved Clauses do not become policy

• Adopt as Amended: Resolved Clauses become Official AMA Policy with addition, 
deletion, or alteration of one or more RESOLVED clauses 

• Reaffirmed in Lieu of: Existing policy is supported instead of adopting new policy 

• Refer for Study: More evidence needed before creating policy
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Virtual Reference Committee (VRC)
• An online forum where all AMA-MSS members can post testimony on resolutions 

prior to release of the Reference Committee’s report

• Posted testimony is then taken into consideration by the Reference Committee 
when deciding their recommendation 

• The House of Delegates has both an online VRC as well as an in-person 
Reference Committee Hearing 

• Parliamentary procedure applies despite online modality
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Next steps: What do you do at the meeting?
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Resolutions Authored by the Medical Student Section
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See How Members Move Medicine! 
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OPEN FORUM FOR 
ANNUAL 2019 IS NOW 

OPEN!!!!
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https://www.ama-assn.org/forums/sections/medical-student-section/open-forum/19
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Resolution Timeline for AMA-MSS Annual 2019
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Writing resolutions for both TMA & AMA?
● It is possible to write a resolution that can carries its weight 

through both the TMA & AMA if a resolution is timely & 
relevant 

● If a resolution is passed at the TMA HOD, it can be presented 
to the AMA HOD by the Texas Delegation, thus bypassing the 

AMA-MSS!
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Not an AMA Member? Join Today! 

• $68 for a four year membership 

• Save up to 30% on USMLE test prep

• Other benefits include full access to the JAMA 

Network, FREIDA Online, discounts on car 

rental services, and more!
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Questions?
TMA Delegate Co-Chairs
● Alice Jean -- UT Southwestern, alice.jean@utsouthwestern.edu
● Pruthali Kulkarni -- UNTHSC-TCOM, pruthali.kulkarni@my.unthsc.edu

AMA Delegate Co-Chairs
● Donald Egan -- UT Health San Antonio, egand@livemail.uthscsa.edu
● Ky Viet D. Quach -- TCOM, kyviet.quach@my.unthsc.edu

Further avenues of communication for these preliminary discussions include:

● TMA-MSS Facebook Group
● AMA-MSS Region 3 Facebook Group 
● TMA-MSS Facebook Page
● AMA Med Students Facebook Group
● Chapter Leadership

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TMAMSS/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MSS.Region3/
https://www.facebook.com/TexasMedicalStudents/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AMAmedstudents/

