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TMA PRESIDENT DR. BRUCE MALONE SPEAKS AT AUGUST MEETING

Shown in the picture !om le" to right, TMA President C. Bruce Malone, MD, Representative Mike
Hamilton, and JCMS President Ray Ca$as, MD

!

Physicians from
all over Jeﬀerson County
attended the August
“TMA Legislative
Update” meeting at
Baptist Hospital in
Beaumont. The meeting
had a great turn out with
over 60 members
attending, the largest
attendance to date.
!
The program
informed physicians
about strategies used
during the 2011 legislative
session that protected
physician employment,

health care access for
patients and Texas’ basic
health care infrastructure.
!
TMA President
Bruce Malone, MD, and
Representative Mike
Hamilton discussed the
challenges physicians and
their patients faced
during the session, what
was accomplished, and
the challenges that lie
ahead.
!
“Thanks to Ray
Callas and the Jeﬀerson
County team for their
hospitality and
graciousness. It was

certainly our idea of a
great grass roots meeting
of the strength of the
TMA and the Alliance,”
expressed Dr. Malone.
!
The Jeﬀerson
County Medical Society
would like to thank TMA
Alliance President
Bridget McKeever, TMA
Alliance President Elect
Linda Swan Adkins,
TMA President Bruce
Malone, MD,
Representative Mike
Hamilton, and Jennifer
Pate from Senator
Willliams.

!
Volunteering is
rewarding. I encourage all
members to get involved in the
Jeﬀerson County Medical
Society whether it be; attending
monthly meetings, volunteering
to interview in our health
segment on FOX 4, serving on
our executive board, attending a
TMA conference, or a 1st
Tuesday at our state Capital.
There are plenty of
opportunities to make the most
out of your member benefits.
!
To learn more contact
Brandi
Gaitan,
JCMS
executive
director.
She is here
for you and
always
willing to
help with any -Ray Callas, MD
questions or
inquiries. Brandi has constant
contact with the Texas Medical
Association and is very
knowledgeable about the many
services they oﬀer and how you
can get involved.
!
Once again, it is an
honor to represent and serve the
physicians of Southeast Texas.
Thank you and I look forward to
seeing you at our next meeting.

JCMS CONGRATULATES DAVID TEUSCHER, MD
Gov. Rick Perry appointed Dr. Teuscher to a six-year term on the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board. The orthopedic surgeon from Beaumont now has a seat on the agency that sets
policy for Texas colleges, universities, and medical schools.

!
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MOBILE SUMMIT
By Brandi Gaitan

September 15, I attended a “Mobile
Summit” at TMA in Austin to learn
more about DocBookMD, the TMA
mobile app and 3 other new POEP apps
created by TMA: HPVsearch,
CanSearch, and CanQuit. All of which
are FREE and I encourage you to
download.

The most latest of all these to JCMS
members is DocBookMD. Dr. Tim
Gueramy, orthopedic surgeon and his
wife Dr. Traci Haas, family practitioner
both founders of DocBookMD attended
the summit and shared ways the app has
benefitted their practices. Here are a
few key points discussed:
How was DocBookMD created?
Dr. Haas: A!er yet another attempt to go
out to dinner on our anniversary,Tim was
ca"ed to the hospital. Later he returned
home and needless to say he didn’t need to go
in that night. The patient did not need
surgery. We began to brainstorm about a
point of care device that would a"ow us to
make such ca"s securely and eﬀectively for
the hospital and patient while we were away.
We knew it had to be HIPPA compliant and
reliable. We knew the technology to carry
out such a device was already available with

iphones, ipads, etc. Thus the idea of
DocBookMD was initiated.
What about the cost of building
such an app? Dr. Gueramy: Not cheap!
We approached our local CMS here in
Austin and TMA because we knew they had
the data to communicate and we needed a
reliable source and wanted it to be exclusive
to co"eagues who share our same values.
TMLT was eager to sponsor because they
immediately saw the value in saving time
and money to physicians. Without Don
Chow at TMLT this would not be possible.
How are you able to bill for
consulting fees when giving a
diagnosis over DocBookMD?
Dr. Gueramy: I’m not, but I’m seeing an
increase in my business because I’m able to
have more time to see more new patients in
my oﬃce. It’s better for me, my existing
patients and my co"eagues. Our whole
system is so much more eﬃcient.
What is your best success story?
I have so many because it is such a vital tool
in my practice every day. But currently there
is a hospital here in Austin who is in the
process of buying ipads and medical society
memberships for about 50 of their trauma
and cardiologists because they have realized
the value of DocBookMD when reading
STEMI reports alone. Before DocBookMD
a trauma doc pages/ca"s the cardiologist to
give a heads up that there is a patient with a
specific type of heart attack ca"ed a STEMI.
If the heart attack is diagnosed as a STEMI,

time is critical. The cardiologist has a 30
minute window to diagnose and treat the
patient, to ensure a high success rate. In the
past, the trauma doc sent a fax of the EKG to
the cardiologist. This made it diﬃcult for
the cardiologist to read and in many cases the
heart attack was misdiagnosed. Every
misdiagnosis costs the hospital
$5,000 to open the cath lab.
Eliminating the need for a
fax, the trauma docs now
save time and money by
sending a picture of the
EKG with an iPAD, over
the DocBookMD network.
DocBookMD is a free member benefit.
It can be a vital tool to every type of
medical practice in consulting with
colleagues. Contact me, Brandi Gaitan
by email brandi.jcms@gmail.com for
your medical id number which is needed
to download the app.

Shown in the picture !om le" to right DocBookMD
founder Tim Gueramy, MD, JCMS Executive Director
Brandi Gaitan, and TMLT Sr. VP Don Chow

JULY AND SEPTEMBER MEETINGS

Donna Kinney, TMA’s Director of Research and Data
Analysis speaks to JCMS members about the new Health
System Reform bi" at CHRISTUS St. Elizabeth Hospital.

!

JCMS members listen to guest speaker Mike Kreager of the
Kreager Law Firm on the “To Be or Not To Be Employed”
topic at HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of SETX.
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LEGISLATIVE CORNER
Board of Directors
physician workforce in both
counties has outpaced population
PHYSICIAN GROWTH IS
growth.
NOT LIMITED TO METRO Jefferson, Nueces and Victoria
TEXAS
counties saw a net loss of
physicians in the eighteen months
• The number of obstetricians
serving in rural Texas has grown prior to tort reform. Currently, all
three counties are producing
by 31% since the passage of
reforms. Fourteen counties that impressive gains; adding muchneeded specialists and emergency
did not have an obstetrician in
medicine physicians.
2003 now do. Ten of those
**For
more information about the
counties are rural.
benefits of tort reform, look for
! Forty counties that did not have JCMS President Ray Callas, MD
an emergency medicine
in the September 2011 issue of
physician in 2003 now do. Thirty Texas Medicine!
two of those counties are rural.
! Sixteen counties that did not
have a cardiologist in 2003 now
do. Fifteen of those counties are
rural.
! Eight counties that did not have
an orthopedic surgeon in 2003
now do. Six of those counties are
rural.
DOCTORS ARE BRINGING
CRITICAL SPECIALTIES
TO UNDERSERVED AREAS
Since the passage of medical
liability reform, the Rio Grande
Valley has added 239 physicians.
The growth rate of the
- TMA Current Statistics
!

Thank You

Paul Trevino, CEO

David Parmer, CEO

H.J. Gaspard, CEO

Anita Judice

Mary Poole

Traci Fowler

Beth Melancon

Katie Whitney

Melissa Doucet
Cheri Harper

Thanks, CHRISTUS St.
Elizabeth for sponsoring
our July meeting as well as
providing our new oﬃce!

!

Thank you Baptist
Hospital for sponsoring
our August Legislative
Update!

Bonnie Crowell

Special thanks to
HealthSouth for
sponsoring our September
meeting!

2010 - 2011
PRESIDENT:
Ray Callas, MD
PRESIDENT ELECT:
Robert Berndt, MD
VICE PRESIDENT:
Benjamin Beckert, MD
SECRETARY/TREASURER:
Garrett Peel, MD
IMMED. PAST PRESIDENT:
Gary Mennie, MD
DELEGATES:
Carol Batty, MD
David Powell, MD
David Teuscher, MD
Nathaniel Alford, MD
Gaylon Gonzales, MD
Your executive board has lowered
dues for 2012 by $25! We
understand the economic changes in
medicine and want to support our
members in whatever way possible.
Please note that 2012 dues are $150.
Invoices will be sent in October. Your
timely payment is greatly
appreciated. We will reassess our
dues status for 2013.

Please Welcome...
ASHLYNN LALONDE

She is joining JCMS as an
intern/executive
assistant.
Ashlynn is a
senior at Lamar
University
majoring in
Communication
with an
emphasis in
Public Relations. She is grateful
for the opportunity to work for
such a prestigious organization.
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Upcoming Meetings
TMA 2011 Fall Conference
Where: Hyatt Regency in Austin, Texas
Dates: October 21- 22, 2011
Admittance is free to all TMA and JCMS members. Many
CME opportunities.
Non-Physician Practitioners
Date: Wednesday, November 2, 2011
Where: CHRISTUS St. Elizabeth OPP Pavilion
Time: 5:30pm Registration, 6pm Start
Speaker: Sarah Freeman Fontenot, BSN, JD
2.5 hour program intended for physicians of all specialties
who are interested in practical ways to reduce the potential
for malpractice liability.! Receive a maximum of 2.5
AMA PRA Category 1 Credits.! TMLT policyholders
who complete program will also earn a 3% discount
(maximum $1,000) that will be applied to their next
eligible policy period.

3560 Delaware #601C
Beaumont, TX 77706
Office - (409) 924-0499
Fax - (409) 924-0096
Email - brandi.jcms@gmail.com

Jeﬀerson County Medical Society has
partnered with KBTV News (Fox 4) to
produce a weekly news segment called
Medical Matters.
This gives JCMS an opportunity to provide
the latest medical news and information to
our patients, encouraging them to seek
specialty care right here in Jeﬀerson County.
This segment airs onWednesdays at 9 p.m.
and repeats Thursdays at 4 pm and is also
available at www.setxhomepage.com,
search “Medical Matters.”
If you would like to be interviewed, please call
Brandi Gaitan at (409) 656-0203 or send her
an email at brandi.jcms@gmail.com.

