Other Funding Sources

_______________________________________________________________

While the Texas Medical Association Board of Trustees generously provides funding annually for Medical Student Section members to travel to TMA and AMA meetings and produce social programs, it is never enough for the many important social programs and service that students provide the TMA.   Therefore, chapters must raise additional funds for travel and programs.  

Raising money to supplement TMA budget funds allocated to each chapter is important to the success of your chapter development and programs.  Not only can additional funds enable your chapter to host prominent speakers or meals at your meetings, these supplemental funds also allow your chapter greater representation at TMA and AMA meetings because you have more money to reimburse members for their travel expenses.

Where to Start
Before your chapter launches a major fundraising campaign, the event coordinators, along with governing board members, should look at what is available to your chapter, and determine the amount of money it will take to fund the program.  Check with the TMA Section Coordinator to determine balances in the accounts available to you through TMA (TMA Programming, TMA Travel, or AMA Outreach), and then check on the local level through the chapter treasurer.  

After your chapter has created a budget, begin researching the resources available, and determine which resource(s) would be the most feasible for your chapter to undertake, but that would raise enough funds to produce the program.  Also, begin thinking about what items could be donated to the project.

Possible Funding Resources
(  Chapter Funds (local & state)

· Medical School Administration & Alumni

· County Medical Society (sponsorship or grant)

· State Medical Association (sponsorship or grant)
· American Medical Association (sponsorship or grant )

· Pharmaceutical Companies

· Medical Supplies Companies

· Local Physicians or Hospital Systems

· Local Celebrities

· Sales of Promotional Items (t-shirts, caps, glassware, etc.)

· Raffles/Silent Auctions

· Exam Survival Baskets (sell to parents/spouses/significant others before block or USMLE exams)
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